thanks to which he produced varieties of plants which,
for their fecundity, adaptability, flavour, and immunity
to pest and disease, are not only amazing but simply prodi-
gious, thereby enriching the whole continent of North
America. One need only recall his edible 'cactuses' which
have lost their prickles, and the nuts whose stony shell
Burbank has transformed into an envelope as thin as a
leaf, to get an idea of the calibre of this horticultural
giant.
"Here, in the U.S.S.R., near the town of Kozlov, Tam-
bov Province3 where the soil is ancient alluvium and over-
grown with wild willow, poplar and maple, you will find
the tiny but even more amazing nursery of Ivan Vladi-
mirovich Michurin, hybridizer and plant originator.
"Luther Burbank produced f the benificent climate
of subtropical California; Michurin for the stern climate
of the central belt of Russia.
"Luther Burbank created many varieties of fruit plants
whose products go to satisfy the demand of the rich. Michu-
rin has created over one hundred varieties of fruits, among
them pears that do not ripen until Christmastide (in
boxes, in cellars) and that keep under the most primitive
conditions until April.
"In Michurin's orchard in the stern Tambov Province.,
apricot, grape (four varieties), almond, walnut, mulberry,
Damask rose, quince, rice, hemp, etc., etc., grow and bear
profusely. And all this for the benefit of the working
folk, for our rural population, for the peasant horticul-
turist, \vhose experience is small and whose knowledge
limited^
"Luther Burbank tenderly nursed his fosterlings, Mi-
churin trained his in spartan conditions, in order that
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